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F I have delayed to appear at the tribunal of the 
Public until this moment, I beg it: may not be con- 
Saeed as proceeding from fear, or a want of the moſt 
profound reſpect, but from the pending ſituation of a moſt 
important queſtion * m_ OY abſorbed N in- 
ferior Confideration, * 


From the earlieſt a of Gnas, L i 
been taught to ſeek the eſteem of my fellow-citizens by 


a ſtrict attention to every part of my conduct; and © 


maturer years have ſerved but to . convince me of the 
value and importance of that uſeful leſſon. A fair 
reputation is dear to every member of ſociety, but to the 
trader or - merchant it is truly ineſtimable. Moving. in 
this ſphere, it is peculiarly incumbent on me then to 
me" my « character unſullied. 


Jam aware that it is indepdrows to addreſs you upon 
every flight occaſion; and feeling thus, I ſhould have 
paſſed by thoſe malicious rumours. which have lately been 
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ehe Catholic Bill. 
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ſo induftriouſly propagated to my diſcredit and to FO of 
the Sub-Committee, were it not that the cauſe of them has 
af length reduced itfelf into a more fixed and ſerious form. 
From what has gone abroad concerning me, the public 


mind has been impreſſed with an opinion that I have 


held a communication with the infatuated wretches called 
Defenders, and ſupplied them with money. And this 
effect has been produced in a manner as novel as it is 
fallacious. For, being unfounded either in argument or 
in fact, it is ſupported only by an artful concatenation 
of infinuations, aſſumed NI, and falfe corictuſions. 


I therefore feel it- my duty, in juſtice to myſelf, to. 
the Sub- Committee, and to the Catholic Cauſe, to ſubmit 
the following ſtatement to the Public, and to declare as 
I now do :—That I never ſent any money, nor ordered 
any money to be paid to the Defenders, nor to any 
perſon for their uſe, directly or indirectly, either in 
my individual or official capacity :— That I never cor- 
reſponded or communicated with any Defender, nor with 
any perſon for the purpoſe of holding ſuch correſpondence ' 
or communication with them, or any of them: Nor did 
I in any manner whatſoever, abet or encourage, or take 
any part in abetting or encouraging the Defenders, or 
their proceedings, but on the contrary, have uſed — 
means in my power both publickly and privately to 
deprecate, and expreſs my abhorrence of, their proceedings. 
I never employed either an attorney or barriſter to oppoſe 
any proſecution carried on againſt them, nor did I ever 

order any perſon, whether profeſſional or — to 
de employed on their A 


Upon the commencement of the diſturbances in the 
county of Louth, I felt, in common with every friend 
to the Catholic cauſe, the greateſt anxiety to be apprized 
of the real ſtate of facts which were ſo varioully reported, 
and I was the more ANXIOUS, from the very great ap- 

prehenſions | 
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henfions which engaged my mind, left they public eauſe 
might be confounded with the miſdemeanors of thoſe 
deluded people, and our emancipation be for a time 
delayed; I did, in conſequence, write to Mr. Thomas 
Patrick Coleman, of Dundalk, who from his reſidence 
on the ſpot, I conceived likely to be beſt acquainted with 
the facts, and with whom I had a mercantile correſ- 
pondence of ſome years ſtanding, he having been em- 
ployed by the houſe in which I am concerned, fince the 
| Sth of January 1790, to purchaſe large quantities of barley 
in that town for its uſe; in the courſe gf-which period 
J have remitted him from time to time ſeveral ſums of 
money in Bank Poſt Bills, payable to his order, for the 

ſaid purpoſe, and for no other whatſoever. And T 
preſume it will not leſſen the credit of my aſſertion, 
when it is known that Mr. Coleman has undergone two 
ſolemn examinations touching this tranſaction, pe that 
he has given up eleven of my letters, without my 
knowledge or concurrence ;—circumſtances which it muſt 
be allowed have afforded ſufficient opportunity to eſtabliſh 
the fact, if any ground for ſuch had really exiſted. 
I requeſted of Mr, G*leman to inform me of the riſe, 


Io progreſs, and occaſion of the tumults and diſorders which 


were prevalent in his neighbourhood; which I ſometimes 
did by writing to him expreſsly on the ſubject, and 
| ſometimes by adding a poſtſcript to letters of buſineſs ; 
and this I did for the reaſons before mentioned, and 
to enable me to repel and refute the calumnies which 
the enemies of the Catholic Body were then endeavouring 
to affix upon it, by implicating their cauſe wich that 
of the Defenders. I did receive ſeveral letters from 
Mr. Coleman, all of which ſtate that the outrages and 
violence of thoſe people were incited and cauſed by the 
cruelties committed on them by the ** Break o Day Boys,” 
and others; and that numbers of them were unjuſtly thrown 
into gaol, and that the lives of many of them, who 
had never been guilty of any offence, were in danger 


. | | | af 
* 


TE QF: 
of being ken away unjuſtly, bo: corrupt evidence. 1 
ſhall quote the information which he forwarded to me 


bh] | from the papers in "wy polls: 7 


aua That the wanton dbx and barbarous 3 of 


4 AT people whocalled themſelves . Break o. Day Men,” 


and who committed acts of barbarity and cutrage on 


«their fellow creatures, the Roman - Catholics in the 
county of Armagh, which is well known to almoſt all 
the people in this kingdom, operated to a ſpirit of reſent- 
ment in the breaſt of the Roman Catholics, and cauſed 
them to form into different bodies for their defence. 
„And ſuch - ſpirit of reſentment erept by degrees, 
< until. it came in and about the county of Louth, 
„ here different people of the lower claſs have 
«+ affociated at different times in bodies and meetings, but 
did not moleſt or diſturb - the peace, or aſſault any 
% individuals. That, a ſtrolling fellow, of 
no ſettled place of abode or refidence, by trade a Flax 
„ Hackler, came to the neighbourhood of Carlingford, 
and was working about the country for ſome time; and 
that ſeveral perfons of this county, who were WY 
„ mined to proſecute and puni fh ſuch of the Roman 
„ Catholics in general as they could get a claw or Sew of, 
. «+ ſome of them procurred the above-named— | 
to make an information againſt ————— 401 255 
for tendering oaths to a the 1 ar or ing 


0 chat effect. 


0 Aer, the fricwds' oF . of £ thoſe people did 

| apply to him, Mr. Coleman, particularly on the part of a 
;_ perſon of the name of Nugent. And he ſtates in hig 

letter to me about the beginning of Auguſt, that the 
faid Nugent had been committed to the gaol of Dundalk 
on the charge of being a Defender, but was in fact not 
a perſon of that deſcription, nor was he guilty of 
any illegal act whatſoever, and that therefore, if the 


alledged offence was bailable, he was ready to produce fuf- 
| | ficient fo 
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ficient ſecurity for his abiding his trial at the next Aſſiaes. 
He therefore requeſted to be informed whether the 
ſuppoſed offence was bailable or not; and forwarded ſuch 
papers as he conceived were requiſite to that purpoſe, 
which I immediately ſhewed to ſome legal gentlemen of 
the Sub-Committee, being no judge whatever of a queſtion 
at law. But the papers appeared ſo incorrect and 
deficient as ſtill to leave the matter in the dark, and to 
draw ſrom me that reply to Mr. Coleman Which the 
public are in poſſeſſion of, dated the th of Auguſt, 
wherein I ſtated the opinion of the gentlemen alluded to; 
being inadequate of myſelf to have formed any on ſuch 
a point. About the fame time, Mr. Nugent's brother 
came up to town, partly on the recommendation of 
Mr. Coleman, and partly in conſequence of the Addreſs 
of the General Committee, dated the 25th July 1792, 
and publiſhed in the Northern Star, and Belfaſt 
News Letter, which was alſo diſtributed tro” the counties 
of Louth and Down, and contained the following pa- 


Ee ragraph. 


es If you i obſerve the peaceable demeanour which we wow re- 
* commend, the General Committee will endeavour to ſecure 
&« for you all poſſible protection, as wel! by applications to 
* Government, as by ſupporting at the common expence the 
&* cauſe of thoſe who, if attacked in their houſes, property on E 
perſons, ſhall dutifully appeal to the law of the land for 
« redreſs, and whoſe circumſlances may not enable them to 
feel that protection themſelves. But the General Committee | 
 * will in no caſe undertake the defente of any man who flap" 
« affift in any riotous or, diſorderly meeting, or who fha'l not 
Le behave hue tf, ann; enkel, and honeſtly.” 


Mr. Nugent, on his 4190 in Dublin, called upon 
me, in the name of Mr. Coleman, and after relating 
a very melancholy account of the treatment which his 


brother had received, and Lol the injuſtice of the charges 
| alledged 


alledged againſt him, wiſhed to know if I could help 
him to any advice reſpeting the charge againſt his 
brother, ' which might put him in the way of being 
admitted to bail? 1 told him I was no judge of the 
queſtion, but that I would preſent him to ſome gentlemen 


of the Sub-Committee who were more capable, which 


Was accordingly done; but ſo incoherent was his ſtatement, 
and fo deficient were the documents which he produced, 
that he was diſmiſſed without obtaining any advice, 
aſſiſtance or ſupport whatever; and was told to under- 
ſtand, that the converſation that had then taken place 
was to be conſidered by him as no other than that of 
individuals, giving their private opinions—ſo tenacious 
were the Sub-Committee of giving countenance to perſons 
whoſe veracity they could, not be aſſured of. He im- 
„ mediately after left town very diſconſolate, in not being 

able bo effect any thing towards the liberation of his kinſ- 
% man. From hence it appears that I did endeavour to ob- 
tain a true ſtate of this affair, ſo important to the Catholic 

Body, as well for my own information, as that of others, 

who, equally concerned in its welfare, were determined 
to uſe, and actually have uſed every means in their 
power to prevent the commiſſion of ſuch illegal acts. - 
A taſk which I now ſee involved more danger in it 
than to a plain man was at firſt view diſcernible, —To_ 
bring home conviction of error to the human heart is 
an inyidious unſlertaking, and ſerves alike to exaſperate 

thoſe above and thoſe below our W . 


. And thus I have by a fag detail of this correſ- 
pondence, which was never intended for the public eye, 

| fairly laid open the motives and views which actuated 
me in its purſuit, and which malignant calumny has 
ſince. diſtorted into as many acts of encouragement, 
countenance, and protection given by... me to the 5 
Defenders. 


: 
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It is ne ceſſary to mention, that in nine days after 
this circumſtance of Nugent's having left town, which 


was about the 8th of Auguſt, I went to England, 
where I remained until the 9th of October following; 


during which period, I neither correſponded with Mr. 
Coleman, nor with any other . on the ob of 


the Been 


It is aſſerted alſo, that my „ ich Mr. 
Coleman was under the authority of the Sub-Committee, 
which J ſuppoſe takes its riſe from that part of my private 
letter before-mentioned, which ſtates the opinion which 
I obtained from ſome gentlemen of the Sub-Committee 
for Mr. Coleman, reſpecting the queſtion whether 
Nugent's offence was bailable; but the ſignature to this 
letter, when compared with the one which precedes it 
in the publication relative to the ſubſcription, points out 
demonſtrably their different natures ;—the one is ſigned 
officially, with the words Secretary to the Sub- 
Committee? annexed, the other is ſigned ſimply with 
my name only; and this fact has been atteſted in 
folemn evidence; and the diſtinction of the ſignatures 
has been alſo corroborated by the teſtimony of a reſpec- 
table member of the Sub-Committee, who has been 
Ance examined. | T4 


The laſt charge or imputation which is [ln 
to be infinuated | againſt” me, in common with other 
Catholics in Dublin, is—That I have been privy to 
the application of money for the uſe of the Defenders, 
which money was levied upon the Catholics. To this 
I ſhall anſwer—that no money whatever has been levied 
upon the Catholics. Whatever ſums they have voluntarily 
ſubſcribed to defray the expences incurred by the General- 
Committee, have been paid into the hands of their 
| treaſurer, Mr. Comerford. This gentleman has been 
examined, and if it appeared that ſuch illegal application 
had been made of any part of it, I am ſatisfied the 
public would have been informed of it in a manner leſs 

e 


b 


(8) 
equivocal than by vague hints, and groundleſs ſuſpicions. 
e it is meant, that I have been privy to the application 


of any other money to ſuch purpoſes, the ſuppoſition 
is too abſurd to _ an e 1 deny the 


225 


And now laing, with all 8 fubinitied | 
a brief ſtatement of my conduct, and, as I truſt, re- 


futed in a plain and ſimple manner, the baſe imputations 


urged againſt me, in the malignant range whereof I have 


met neither fact nor argument, permit me to fay a few 


words generally: in doing fo I hope I ſhall not forget 
myſelf, nor, being hurried away by the force of imitation, 
aſcribe to others thoſe opptobrious motives which have 
been fo unhandſomely imputed to me: At muſt be taken for 


granted that the entire ſtrength of what can be collected 


on this affair, as far as it reſpects the Catholics, is con- 
tained in what is now afloat in the public mind, and it 
cannot eſcape the obſervation of every unprejudiced 
man, that the whole of that maſs of miſrepreſentation is 
nothing more than a chain of ingenious infinuations, founded 
upon ſurmiſe and ſuppoſition, for the ſole purpoſe of at- 


tempting to prove one propoſition, namely, —that certain 
Catholics in Dublin did take meaſures to diſturb the peace 


and happineſs of the country. That men defperate in 
their fortune and their cauſe, might have recourſe to expe- 
riments inconſiſtent with the peace of their country, is a 
caſe that might for a moment be fuppoſed ; but that men, 
well known to have a large and permanent ſtake in the 
country, and who had the beſt of cauſes to inſpire and 


regulate their conduct, ſhould take means the moſt certain 


of all others to blaſt their hopes, is too abſurd to be liſtened 
to; for fuch would be any means incompatible with 


the peace of the country, and a due ſubmiſſion to the 
laws. The addrefles and exhortations the Catholic Com- 
mittee have ſent forth for the promoting peace and good or- 

der, and the admonitions which their clergy have impreſſed 
upon the n of the lower orders of the people, in aid 


of ©. - 
* 
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of their own exertjons, are evidences too ſtubborn. to be 

contended with, and form the beſt reſutation to the pro- 

pofition alluded to. It is unneceſſary to ipeak of the 

rivetted attachment of the Catholic body to the eonſtitu- 
tion, for it is a truth ſo univerſally allowed, as to reſolve 
itſelf into the form of a N axiom. 


1 8 Having ſaid thus 8 I ſhall now conclude, by re- 
: aſſerting —Firſtly, that it is falfe, that ever I gave, Or 
ordered nr caufed to be given, directly or indirectly, any 
money whatſoever to the Defenders, or to any perſon for 
their ufe, toſupport, defend or encourage them, either in my 
individual capacity, or as ſecretary to the Sub-Committee. 
Secondly, it is equally falſe, that I ever held any correſ- 
pondence or communication with the Defenders, or any 
inſurgents, thro” Mr. Thomas Patrick Coleman, or any 
other perſon. —Thirdly, it is falſe, that I ever wrote or was 
concerned in writing any ſeditious letters or papers whatſo- 
ever ; and here let me obſerve, that if any ſuch ſentiments 
appeared in the letters of mine, given up by Mr. Coleman, 
without my knowledge or conſent, it would not be 
conſiſtent with the ſafety of the public good, if the author 
of them was not brought to condign puniſhment. 
Fourthly, it is falſe, that I ever correſponded with Mr. 
Coleman under the authority, at the inſtance of, or in the 
name of the Sub-Committee, —Fifthly, it is falfe, that 
J was ever privy to the application of any ſum or ſums of 
money, either belonging to the Committee or to any other 
perſon or perſons, for the uſe of the Defenders or for 
any other purpoſes not ſtrictly legal and warrantable. 
Sixthly, I think it neceſſary to declare, that I never 
knew or heard that Mr. Coleman had received money 
from the friends or relations of the Defenders who 
were in gaol, to oppoſe the proſecutions carried on againſt | 
them, until after his late examination in Dublin, 


5 ö 


ORF 
All this I do now moſt ſolemnly atteſt, and I defy any 


man or body of men to diſprove a ſingle circumſtance 
which I have advanced; and I make this ſolemn atteſtation 
in the face of my country in this manner, conceiving 
it as awful and concluſive as any other T can have 
recourſe to. 


It now remains with you to ſum up the account, and 
determine on which fide the balance of truth and juſtice 
lies. It is the fit duty of your cenſorial power to pro- 
nounce impartial judgment, which, as every citizen 1s 
amenable thereto, all are equally bound to reſpect. 


FOUHN SWEETMAN, 
Secretary to the Sub- Committee · 


Stephen's-Green, | 
April 4, 1793. : r 
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